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National Commission for Scheduled Tribes

Fedekdodokd

F.No<| NCST/ DEV-1318 / MP / 33 / 2023-ESDW

Minutes of the Sitting held under the Chairmanship of Shri Ananta Nayak,
Hon’ble Member, NCST on the representation from ™Ms. Divija Singk cheshan,
G'}aib’a, Madhya Pradesh on the allegation of Scheduled Tribe students who

are pursuing Special B.Ed. and D.Ed. courses are not receiving scholarships.

Date of the Sitting: 10.04.2023
List of Participants: As per Annexure

The Commission received a representation from Ms. Divya Singh Chouhan on
11/01/2023. Ms. Chouhan is a student from the Scheduled Tribe category and is
currently pursuing a special B.Ed course in intellectual disability from Ujjain. In her
representation, Ms. Chouhan siated that Scheduled Tribe students who are pursuing
Special B.Ed. and D.Ed. courses are not receiving scholarships due to an ongoing
dispute between the Social Justice Department and the Scheduled Castes and
Tribes Department of the Government of Madhya Pradesh. The financial condition of
these students is not good, and they are facing great difficulty in pursuing their
special B.Ed courses. Despite repeated requests by their organization and
themselves, they have been unable to obtain the scholarship.

Considering the gravity of the issue, the Commission issued a notice to the
Principal Secretary, Department of Social Justice and Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities, Govt of Madhya Pradesh and Principal Secretary, Tribal welfare
Department, Govt of Madhya Pradesh, on 13/02/2023.

Since no reply was received from the Authorities, the Commission summoned
the Principal Secretary, Department of Social Justice and Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities, Govt of Madhya Pradesh and Principal Secretary, Tribal welfare
Department, Govt of Madhya Pradesh to appear before the Commission on

13.04.2023 at 04:30 pm.




During the hearing, the petitioner submitted tﬁat Ms. Divya Singh Chouhan is
a student from the Scheduled Tribe category and is currently pursuing a special B.Ed
course in intellectual disability from Ujjain. Ms. Chouhan stated that Scheduled Tribe
students, who are pursuing Special B.Ed. and D.Ed. courses are not receiving
scholarships. The financial condition of these students is not good, and they are

facing great difficulty in pursuing their special B.Ed courses. Despite repeated

requests by their organization and by themselves, they have been unable to obtain
the scholarship. Furthermore, it is submitted that the Indore division covers a major
region with a significant tribal population. The Schedule Tribes students in this area
are interested in pursuing diploma courses, but unfortunately, they are not receiving
scholarship support. These students have requested that the Tribal welfare
Department provide scholarships to enable them to pursue their desired courses.

This support would create opportunities for ST students to pursue their education.

The Principal Secretary of the Tribal Welfare Department for the Government
of Madhya Pradesh has reported that there is no_issue from their department in
releasing funds. Funds are sanctioned based on institution reports, and the Manav
Vikas Vighyan is the nodal agency responsible for this process. However, due to
technical issues in the higher education portal, there has been a delay in submitting
the detailed report, resulting in a hold-up of funds. After interacting with the
education department, it has been identified that there was a technical error on the
website. This issue has now been resolved, and the proposal will be submitted within
15 days. Based on the proposal, the Tribal Department will release the funds.
Furthermore, regarding the request to allocate scholarship funds to diploma courses,
the Principal Secretary has reported that the Social Justice Department. Tribal
Development Department, and other concerned departments will coordinate and

allocate funds based on their decision.

After hearing both the sides, the Commission recommends the followings: -

1. Principal Secretary, Tribal welfare Department, Govt of Madhya Pradesh will
release the funds to all the Scheduled Tribe students pursuing Special B.Ed.

and D.Ed. courses whose scholarship is pending and submit the report to the

commission within 30 days.



2. The Principal Secretary of the Tribal Welfare Department will coordinate with
the Social Justice Department and other concerned departments to allocate
scholarship funds to the Scheduled Tribes students who are pursuing diploma
courses and shall send the copy of action taken report along with the minutes
of meeting within 30 dayé.
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