NATIONAL COMMISSION
FOR SCHEDULED
TRIBES

AT A GLANCE

FOUNDATION

For ensuring eﬀective implementation of various safeguards provided in the Constitution for the
SCs & STs and various other protective legislations, the Constitution provided for appointment of a
Special Oﬃcer under Article 338 of the Constitution. The Special Oﬃcer, designated as
Commissioner for SCs & STs was replaced by a multi-member Institution viz; National Commission
for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in March, 1992. As the problems and needs of Scheduled
Tribes are diﬀerent from those of Scheduled Castes, the National Commission for Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes was replaced in February, 2004 by two separate Commissions viz; National
Commission for Scheduled Tribes and National Commission for Scheduled Castes.
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I hope this booklet will serve as a useful information guide about duties, functions,
powers, role, and activities of this Commission.

(RAMESHWAR ORAON)

FOREWORD
OUR VISION

“To Monitor and Safeguard
the rights provided to the
Scheduled Tribes under the
Constitution and any law or
order of the Government.
The National Commission
for Scheduled Tribes strives
to fulﬁll the objecti
objective laid
down in the Preamble of
the Constitution that the
Scheduled Tribes are able to
achieve social, economic
Rameshwar Oraon
and political justice,
Chairperson, NCST
EQUALITY of status and of
opportunit
opportunity. ”
The framers of the Constitution took note of the fact that certain communities in the
country were suﬀering from extreme social, educational and economic backwardness
arising out of age-old practice of untouchability, backwardness on account of the primitive agricultural practices, lack of infrastructure facilities and geographical isolation. These
communities, needing special consideration for safeguarding of their interests and for
their accelerated socio-economic development, were notiﬁed as Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, as per provisions contained in Clause 1 of Article 341 and Clause 1 of
Article 342 respectively of the Constitution. National Commission for Scheduled Tribes
was established in February, 2004 under the provision of new Article 338A of the Constitution to investigate and monitor all matters relating to Development and safeguards provided for STs and to evaluate the working of such safeguards.

INTRODUCTION
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The National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST) was established by amending Article 338 and
inserting a new Article 338A in the Constitution through the Constitution (89th Amendment) Act,
2003. By this amendment, the erstwhile National Commission for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes was replaced by two separate Commissions i.e. (i) the National Commission for Scheduled
Castes and (ii) National Commission for Scheduled Tribes, w.e.f. 19 February, 2004.
N
The National
Commission for Scheduled Tribes has a Chairperson, a Vice-Chairperson and 3 other
Members. One of the three other Members has to be a woman. The term of oﬃce of Chairperson,
Vice-Chairperson and each Member of the Commission is three years from the date of assumption
of charge. The Chairperson has been given the rank of Union Cabinet Minister, and the Vice-Chairperson that of a Minister of State and other Members have the ranks of a Secretary to the Government of India.
Headquarter Oﬃce of the Commission is at New Delhi. The Commission has six Regional Oﬃces located at Bhopal, Bhubaneswar, Jaipur, Raipur, Ranchi and Shillong.

Under Clause (5) of Article 338A of the Constitution, the National Commission for Scheduled Tribes
has been vested with the following duties and functions
• To investigate & Monitor all matters relating to Safeguards provided for STs under the Constitution
or under law or under any order of the Government,
• To evaluate the working of the safeguards.
• To inquire into speciﬁc complaints relating to Rights & Safeguards of STs;
• To participate and Advice in the Planning Process relating to Socio-economic development of STs,
and to Evaluate the progress of their development under the Union and any State;
• To submit report to the President annually and at such other times as the Commission may
deem ﬁt, upon working of Safeguards and Measures required for eﬀective implementation of
those Safeguards and protection of STs and the Programmers/ Schemes relating to Welfare and
Socio-economic development of STs;
• To discharge such other functions in relation to protection, welfare, development and
advancement of STs as the President may, subject to the provisions of any law made by Parliament,
by rule specify;

3

DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS
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For Investigation and
Inquiry into any complaint,
the Commission is vested
with powers of a civil court
having authority in respect
of the following matters
namely :

POWERS OF COMMISSION

a. summoning and enforcing
the attendance of any
person from any part of
India and examining on
oath;
b. requiring the discovery
& production of any
document;
c. receiving evidence on
aﬃdavits;
d. requisitioning any public
record or copy thereof
from any court or oﬃce;
e. issuing Commissions for
examination of witnesses
and documents; and
f.

any matter which
President, by rule, may
determine.
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Clause (9) of Article 338A of the Constitution provides that " The Union and every State
Government shall consult the Commission on all major policy matters aﬀecting Scheduled Tribes".
This enjoins upon all the Central Ministries/Departments/Organizations and the State
Governments to seek the advice/ comments of the National Commission for Scheduled Tribes on
all important policy matters which aﬀect the interests of Scheduled Tribes. This function helps the
Commission to keep track of all the major policy decisions, and legislative and executive actions
taken or proposed to be taken by the Union or any State Govt. in relation to Scheduled Tribes.

ADVISORY ROLE OF THE COMMISSION

ADVISORY ROLE OF THE COMMISSION AND CONSULTATION WITH THE COMMISSION

ANNUAL REPORTS OF THE COMMISSION
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Clause 5(d) of Article 338A mandates the Commission “to present to
the President, annually and at such other times as the Commission may
deem ﬁt, reports upon the working of those safeguards” and Clause
5(e) provides “to make in such reports, recommendations as to

First Report

Second Report
The President of India, Smt. Pratibha
Devisingh Patil receiving the 2nd Report of
the NCST from Smt. Urmila Singh,
Chairperson, National
Commission for Scheduled Tribes at
Rashtrapati Bhavan on
3rd September 2008

<<
<<
<<

The President of India, Dr.A.P.J.Abdul
Kalam receiving the 1st Report of the
NCST for the period 2004-05 and
2005-06 from Shri Kunwar Singh,
Chairperson of the Commission at
Rashtrapati Bhavan on 8th August
2006.

Third Report
The President of India, Smt. Pratibha Devi
singh Patil receiving the 3rd Report of the
NCST from Shri Maurice Kujur, Vice
Chairperson, National Commission for
Scheduled Tribes, at Rashtrapati Bhavan
on 29th March, 2010.

the measures that should be taken by the Union or any State for the eﬀective
implementation of those safeguards and other measures for the protection,
welfare and socioeconomic development of the Scheduled Tribes.”

<<

<<

The President of India,
Smt. Pratibha Devisingh
Patil receiving the 4th
Report of the NCST from
Shri Maurice Kujur, Vice
Chairperson, NCST, at
Fifth Report
Rashtrapati Bhavan on
The President of India, Smt. Pratibha
27th August,
Augu 2010.
Devisingh Patil receiving the 5th Report

of the NCST from Dr. Rameshwar Oraon
Chairperson, NCST on 13th July, 2011.

Special Report

<<

The President of India, Smt. Pratibha Devisingh
Patil receiving the Special Report on Good
Governance for Tribal Development and
Administration, from Dr. Rameshwar Oraon,
Chairperson of NCST on June 18, 2012.

<<

Sixth Report

The President of India, Shri Pranab
Mukherjee receiving the Sixth
Report of the NCST, from Dr.
Rameshwar Oraon, Chairperson of
NCST on 25th October 2013.

Seventh Report
Seventh Report of NCST was also
Submitted with the President of
India on 20th February 2015.

ANNUAL REPORTS OF THE COMMISSION

Fourth Report
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CONSTITUTIONAL SAFEGUARDS AND LEGISLATIONS FOR STs
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Educational and Cultural Safeguards
Article 46 : The State shall promote, with special care, the
educational and economic interests of the weaker sections
of the people, and in particular, of the Scheduled Castes, and
the Scheduled Tribes, and shall protect them from social
injustice and all forms of exploitation.
Article 15(4) : Emp
Empowers the State to make any special
provision for the advancement of any socially and
educationally backward classes of citizens or for SCs and STs.
Article 29(1) : Rig
Right to conserve distinct Languages, Script or
Culture-- Any section of the citizens residing in the territory
of India or any part thereof having a distinct language, script
or culture of its own shall have the right to conserve the
same”. This Article has special signiﬁcance for all the
Scheduled Tribes, viz.; Santhals have a script of their own
known as Olchiki.
Article 350A : In
Instructions in Mother Tongue-- “It shall be
the endeavor of every State and of every local authority
within the State to provide adequate facilities for
instructions in the mother-tongue at the primary stage of
education to children belonging to linguistic minority groups,
and the president may issue such directions to any State as
he considers necessary or proper for securing the provision
of such facilities”.

Social Safeguards and Statutes and Legislations
Article 17 --Untouchability is abolished and its practice in any
form is punishable-- Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955 and
Rules there under. Prevention of atrocities upon Scheduled
Tribes -- The Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989 and the Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Rules 1995

Article 23 : Prohibition of traﬃc in human beings and beggar
and other similar forms of forced labour- The Bonded Labour
System (Abolition) Act, 1976

Economic/ Developmental Safeguards
Article 46: The State shall promote, with special care, the
educational and economic interests of the weaker sections of
the people, and in particular, of the Scheduled Castes, and the
Scheduled Tribes, and shall protect them from social injustice
and all forms of exploitation,
Article 244(1): Provisions of Fifth Schedule to the Constitution
apply to the administration & control of the Scheduled Areas
and Scheduled Tribes in any State other than the States of
Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram and Tripura and Tribes Advisory
Councils set up in these States are to advise the Governors of
these State which have the power to make regulations for the
peace and good governance of any Scheduled Area
Article 244(2) : provisions of Sixth Schedule apply to the States
of Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram and Tripura. There are
Autonomous District Councils and Autonomous Regional
Councils in these Tribal Areas which have a long tradition of
self-management systems.
Article 275(1) : Grants in-Aid to States (having Scheduled
Tribes) covered under Fifth and Sixth Schedules of the
Constitution. Special Area Programme-Special Central
Assistance to Tribal Sub-Plan (SCA to TSP) for grants to the
States Governments -as an additive to the State Plan, for areas
where State Plan provisions are not normally forthcoming to
bring about economic development to tribals.

CONSTITUTIONAL SAFEGUARDS AND LEGISLATIONS FOR STs

Article 24 : Forbidding Child Labour – Various Central and State
Law have been enacted to prohibit employment of children
below the age of 14 years in any factory or mines or engaging
in any hazardous employment.
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CONSTITUTIONAL SAFEGUARDS AND LEGISLATIONS FOR STs
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Service safeguards
Article 16(4) : provides for the reservation in appointments or posts in favour of any backward class of
citizens which, in the opinion of the State, is not adequately represented in the services under the State”.
Article 16(4A) : provides for reservation in matters of promotion with consequential seniority to any class
or classes of posts in the services under the State in favour of the Scheduled Castes & Scheduled Tribes
which, in the opinion of the State, are not adequately represented in the services under the State
Article 16(4B) : provides that “Nothing in this article shall prevent the State from considering any unﬁlled
vacancies of a year which are reserved for being ﬁlled up in that year as a separate class of vacancies to be
ﬁlled up in any succeeding year or years and such class of vacancies shall not be considered together with
the vacancies of the year in which they are being ﬁlled up for determining the ceiling of ﬁfty per cent
reservation on total number of vacancies of that year.
Article 335 : provides that "The claims of the members of the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes
shall be taken into consideration, consistently with the maintenance of eﬃciency of administration in the
making of appointments, and for relaxation in qualifying marks in any examination or lowering the
standards of evaluation, for reservation in matter of promotion to any class or classes of services and posts
in connection with the aﬀairs of the Union or of a State".

Political Safeguards

Provides for appointment of Ministers in-charge of Tribal Aﬀairs in Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Madhya
Pradesh and Orissa
Reservation of seats for Scheduled Tribes in Lok Sabha, State Legislatures and Panchayats;
Period for reservation in Lok Sabha and State Legislatures initially for 10 years extended up to 2020;
Special provisions in respect of NE States and Sikkim

Main Secretariat at New Delhi

1. Administration
4. Research Unit - II

2. Coordination Unit
5. Research Unit – III

3. Research Unit - I
6. Research Unit - IV

The main functional units are Research Unit-I, Research Unit-II, Research Unit-III, Research
Unit-IV, which deal with all matters pertaining to socio-economic and educational development, service safeguards and atrocities in relation to STs as per distribution of the Ministries/
Departments (including CPSEs and other Organisations/ Oﬃces under administrative control of
the Ministries) and the States and UTs among each of the four Research Units.

Regional Oﬃces
There are 6 Regional Oﬃces of the National Commission for Scheduled Tribes
The
which keep a watch on the formulation of policy and issue of guidelines relating to
the welfare of Scheduled Tribes in the States/ UTs and keep the Commission’s
Headquarters informed periodically about the developments in the States/ UTs
and policy decisions taken by State Government/ UT Administration aﬀecting the
interests of the Scheduled Tribes.

FUNCTIONAL SETUP OF THE COMMISSION

The National Commission for Scheduled Tribes functions from its Headquarter at New Delhi
and from the Regional Oﬃces of the Commission located in six States.
There are following six Units at the Hqrs:-
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Regional Offices
Shri R.K.Dubey

CONTACT US

Assistant Director
Room No.309, Nirman Sadan,
CGO Complex, 52-A, Arera Hills,
Bhopal-462011
Ph: 0755 2576530, 0755 2578272 (F)
Jurisdiction
M.P., Maharashtra, Karnataka,
Kerala, Goa, and Union Territories
of Dadra & Nagar Haveli and
Lakshadweep
Email: ro-bhopal@ncst.nic.in

Shri R.K.Dubey

Assistant Director (Addl. charge)
R-26, Sector -2, Avanti Vihar,
Post Office Ravigrame,
Raipur-492006
Ph:0771 2443334, 0771 2443335 (F)
Jurisdiction
Chhattisgarh
Email: ro-raipur@ncst.nic.in

Shri S.R.Tiriya

Research Officer
14, New A.G. Co- operative Colony,
Kadru, Ranchi-834002
Ph:0651 2341677, 0651 2340368 (F)
Jurisdiction
Biha
Bihar, Jharkhand, and Uttar Pradesh
Email: ro-ranchi@ncst.nic.in

Shri S.R.Tiriya

Research Officer (Addl. charge)
N-1/297, IRC Village,
Bhubaneshwar-751015
Ph:0674 2551616, 0674 2551818 (F)
Jurisdiction
Andhra Pradesh, Orissa, Tamil Nadu,
West Bengal and Union Territories
of Andaman & Nicobar Islands,
and Pondicherry
Email: ro-bbsr@ncst.nic.in

Shri Pramod Chand

Deputy Secretary, NCST(Hq.) (In- charge)
Ph: 0141 2236462, FAX: 0141 2235488
Room No. 101 &102, first floor, Kendriya
Sadan, Sector-10, Vidhyadhar Nagar,
Jaipur-302023
Jurisdiction
Chandigarh, Gujarat, Haryana, Himachal
Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Punjab,
Rajasthan, Uttarakhand, Daman & Diu
and Delhi NCR
Email: ro-jaipur@ncst.nic.in

Shri S.P Meena

Assistant Director, NCST (Hq.)
(Addl. Charge)
Ph: 0364 2504202, FAX: 0364 2221362
Rabekka Villa, Temple Road, Lower
Lachumiere, Shillong-793001
Jurisdiction
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim
and Tripura
Email: ro-shilong@ncst.nic.in
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