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New Delhi: Almost two weeks
after a 15-vear-old tribal girvl di:
ed by suicide at her emplover's
house in Rajouri Garden, poli-
ce arrested one man on Tues-
day. Theaccused was identified
as Satish Kumar, one of the ow-
ners of the placement agency
through which the minor girl
was placed at the house.

The wvictim, Priti Kujur,
went missing from her village
in Jharkhand's Simdega dis-
trict four months ago. She was

found dead at her employer'’s
houseon May 31,

The National Commission
for Scheduled Tribes on Tues-
day issued a notice to Delhi Poli-
C€ commissioner and Jhark-
hand’s director general of poli-
ce seeking within three days an
action report on the case of alle-
ged death by suicideof thetribal
girl in the national capital.
Citing the TOI news report
titled “Help’s death highlights
jobagency-employer link” that
was published on June 8, the
NCST in its notice states that it
has take suo motu cognisance
of the case and has decided to
investigate the matter.
“You are requested to submit
the facts and information on the
action taken on the allegations
within 3days of receiptof thisno-
tice,” the NCST states in the noti-
ce. “The report should also conta-
in action taken against the arrest
of the accused, filing chargesheet
under provisions of Indian Penal
Code and the SC/ST (Prevention
of Atrocities) Act, 1989, monetary
to the victim family as per the
Atrocity Amended Rules, 2016, it
is further stated.
The NCST has made it clear
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that if the commission dﬂﬁ_ﬁ.nﬂt :
receive a reply within the stipu-

lated timeframe, the commis-

sion may exercise the poyer of

the civil court conferred upon it
and issue summonsfor personal
appearance of both officials be-
fore the commission.

Days after the death of the
girl, police registered an FIR
where apart from abetment to
suicide, section 370 (buying or
disposing of any person as a sla-
ve)of theIPC wasalsoadded. Po-
lice are probing the human traf-
ficking angle in the case as well.

~ An officer said the investiga-
tion revealed that the girl wanted
togotohernative place in Simde-
ga but was not allowed to go, alle-
gedly by the placement agency.
“She was in distress, due to
which she died by suicide at her
employer’s house in Rajouri Gar-
den,” an officer said. Police have
also questioned her employer,
and he claimed that the place
mentagency didn't provide them
with her address.

According to the deceased
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