Government of India
National Commission for Scheduled Tribes

Policy-22/2013/Service /MSJ&E/RU-11

To

1) Dr.Rameshwar Oraon, Chai
2)  Shri Bheru Lal Meena, Me

I'EBI'SOH

.

6™ floor, 'B' Wing, Loknayak Bhawan

Khan market, New Delhi-110 003,

Date: 24/07/2013

Sub:  Recommendations of (i) the Natlonal Commission for Denotified, Nomadic and Semi-
nomadic Tribes (NCDNT) and (u)‘{gﬁ National Advisory Council (NAC): First Stage

Proposal for Action.

Sir
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[ am to circulate a copy of the letter No. 16014/22/2008-BC.1I/IIl (Vol.lII) dated -
17/07/2013 received from the Joint Secrétary. Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment,
seeking comments of this Commission Pn the subject mentioned above.

It is requested-that comments/
sent for discussion in the forthcoming M
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uggestions on the Office Memorandum may kindly be
eeting of the Commission

Youn\fiifaﬁllly,
(M’Sf}(m;:?/

. Director
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Director
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GOVERNMENT OF NI

SECRET

CUAMM MEENA MINICTIV OF EOC1AL JULTICE

‘ AND EMPOWERMENT
e 2a8raes SHASTRI BHAWAN, NEW DELHI -110115
Fax: 23382072

DO No. 16014!22!2008-BC-|II|II (Vﬁl.l‘l) - Dated, the 17" July, 2013

Dear e Umw .
I am enclosing herewith 3 draft Note for the Cabinet containing the proposal to

\&\,.)' implement the recommendations of the National Commission for Denotified, Nomadic

and Semi-Nomadic Tribes and th:e National Advisory Council. 1t is requested that the
comments/concurrence of your Mihistry may be forwarded to us at the earliest and not
|

later than 2nd August, 2013 to ‘enable this Ministry to place the matter before the

Cabinetfor its cgnsideration. b
W{th regards, ’

Yours sincerely,

Encl. : As above ' OM
\ * (GHAZALA MEENAI)

Dr. R. Vijaykumawl'; '

\p\ f) Secretary,

National Corﬁmiséioﬁ for Scheduﬂled Tribes,
Lok Nayak Bhawan,
New Dethi. | | | |
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SECRET
i No.16014/22/2008-BC.II/1TE {Vol.1il)
o Government of India
) Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment
Department of Social Justice & Empowerment
Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi

Dated, the  July, 2013

DRAFT NOTE FOR THE CABINET

Subject : Recommendations of (i) the National Commission for
Denotified, Nomadic and Semi-nomadic Tribes (NCDNT) and

(ii) the National Advisory Council (NAC): First Stage
Proposal for Action.

1. Introduction

The present proposal seeks approval of the Cabinet for first stage action on
the recommendations made by (i) ihe National Commission for Denotified,
Nomadic and Semi—né)madic Tribes (NCDNT) and (i) the National Advisory
Council (NAC) which aim at improving the socio-economic conditions of the

Denotified, Nomadic and Semi-nomadic Tribes (DNTs).

2. Denotified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Tribes : An Introduction

|
2.1 The Criminal Tribes Act (CTA), 1871 provided that if a Local Government

i
had reason to b§lieve that any tribe| gang or class of people is addicted to the

systematic commission;of non-bailable offences, it may, with the authorization of

the Governor General, declare such tribe etc. as a “Criminal Tribe”. Later, the CTA

was revised in 1911 and again in 1924. The CTA, 1924, provided, inter alia, for
P

notification of “Criminal tri?es“ by Io#‘al governments, registration of members of
such tribes, resirictipns on'their movéments, provision of settlements and schools
for them, and ehhal;ced punishment for their members for certain offences in case
of previous Ct‘?nviction. Based on the recommendations of a Commitiee

(constituted unéer Shri An anthasayanam Ayyangar) in 1950, the CTA, 1924, was
|

repealed by the Criminal Tribes Laws (Repeal) Act, 1952. As a result, the tribes
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notified earlier as Criminal Tribes, stood denotified, and the damé ‘Denotified

Tribes' (DTs) has been in use for them since then. Nomads are peaple who are

constantly on the move and have no permanent home. On the o{her }\and, Semi-
o

nomadic groups tend to have a fixed abode for a part of thL year and are Itinerant

in the rest of the year. Most DNTs are categori{zed as SCJ/STIOBC though a few

of the DNTs are not covered in any of these cateLgories

3. The National Commission for Denotiﬁd. Nomadic and Sémi-Nomadic
Yribes : |
3.1 Against the above background, a Natiti*mal Commission chr Denotified,
Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Tribes was constituted for a period of dne year, vide
this Ministry’'s Resolution dated 22.11.2003. This Commission did not, however,
make much headway. The Commission was reconstituted vide Resolution dated
14.3.2005, which also spelt out its terms of reference afresh (Annexure-l). Shri
Balkrishna Sidram Renke was appointed the Chairman of this Comrhission in
February, 2006. This Commission’s tenure was extended periodically and ended

on 05.08.2008. The Commission submitted its Report on 02.07.2008.

4, Giist of the Commission’s Report

41 Number of Denotified Tribes and Nomadic Tribes

411 7The Commission has said in the introductory chapter Fhat the distinction
betweer nomadic and semi-nomadic tribes is now largely theoretical, and has,
therefore found it proper to club the two groups as nomadic. The Commission
has alsc stated that roughly about 10% of the country's population is Denotified

(about 150 tribes) and Nomadic (about 500 communities) and estimated the
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